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Short-term Medical Trips
The Big Picture



 Poorest nation in the Western Hemisphere
 Highest HIV/AIDS Mortality rate
 100-year history of political violence and 

unrest

Haiti



 Project Medishare - 1995
 Emory Medishare - 2005
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What is Project Medishare?

Services include 
• Year-round primary care clinic sites
• Medical rotations and short-term trips
• Specialty surgical trips
• Nutritional supplementation (Akamil)



 Emory-based Project Medishare affiliate operating 
since 2005

 Student-led organization
 Expanding programs which include medical trips, 

surgical trips, and improving care of chronic disease
 Morehouse School of Medicine sister affiliate
 Founding member of Atlanta Medishare

What is Emory Medishare?
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Surgical Trip

 > 40 patients pre-op evaluations
 19 surgeries performed in July 2009

 Uretheral Reconstruction
 Hernia Repair
 Open  Simple Prostatectomy
 Lumpectomy
 Wilm’s Tumor Resection
 Lypoma Resection
 Orchiectomy

 Medical students were the primary team 
members responsible for all pre-op and post 
op care



Surgical Trip 



 The Central Plateau has the highest 
maternal mortality of any region of Haiti

 Focused trip in Fall 2010
◦ Partnership with MD Anderson
◦ Cervical cancer trips with more surgical focus 

Women’s Health Trip



 Child Nutrition – 2007, 2008

 H. pylori – 2009 

 Future: Community Hypertension - 2010 

Student-Led Research Efforts



 First long-term, “embedded” research 
project

 Developed out of findings from analysis of 
medical trip data

 Multi-disciplinary approach
 Institutional support from the Global 

Health Institute

Mental Health Field Research



 Request from Project Medishare to 
expand our research activities 

 Growing need for mobile clinics
 Emphasis on follow-up 

 Our solution:  Better integration of 
Community Health Workers (CHWs)

Where next?



Meeting with CHWs



 Hypertension study
◦ Blood pressure monitoring 
◦ Drug information manual  

 Continue nutrition study 

 New study ideas:
◦ Rehabilitation 
◦ Community-acquired water-borne infections

Future: Research



Project Casse

2006
• Are we making a lasting difference?

2007
• Would you rather we just gave you 

the money?

2008
• Project Casse

Project Casse:
A Sustainable, Continuous Health Care 

Model for the People of Casse



Casse Clinic, Tomorrow

PHASE I  
Renovating 
Existing Clinic

PHASE II 
Construction of 
Maternity Ward

PHASE III
Construction of 
Physician’s 
Residence
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“The great end of life is not knowledge but action.”
- Thomas Huxley
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